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Hazrat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwy (R. A.) was indeed a very 
prolific writer on all aspects and topics of Islam. Among a very large 
section of the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent, he is looked upon 
as a mujaddid — a renovator of the deen, who had tremendous 
influence upon the lives and thoughts of millions. 

This book Khutubaatul Ahkaam is an anthology of collected 
Friday sermons written and compiledby him and in very much in use 
among Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Afghani and Burmese Muslims, 
as well as Muslims in the Western World. This translation is a humble 
effort to put over in English what Hazrat Thanwy endeavours to convey 
in a very eloquent and classical Arabic of a very high quality. 

It is hoped that many hnams of Mosques will be able to derive 
adequate benefit from this humble work Insha Allah. May Allah 
continue to fiil Hazrat Thanwys Qabr withnoor and blessings. Ameen 



Yusuf Karaan 

Strand, South Africa 



Rajab 2001 










lutbah : 1 



THE EXCELLENCE OF ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE 
AND THE OBLIGATORY DUTY OF ACQUIRING IT 

Ali praises be to Allah, the Most Noble One. He Who had 
created man and granted honour to him, and taught him the means of 
expression through speech and taught man that which he did not know. 
Glory be to Him, whose favours are uncountable, not by the tongue nor 
by the pen. We bear witness that there i s none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, Who was no partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad S is His servant and messenger, who was 
granted the ability of comprehensive speech, excellent wisdom and 
excellent attributes and character. May Allah's choicest blessings 
descend upon him, his family and his companions, who are as shining 
stars upon the path of his ummat. After this, O muslims, know that the 
acquisition of the necessary knowledge of the laws of Islam is among 
the major obligations upon every muslim. Hence, every muslim is 
commanded to acquire it and to teach lt to others. In this regard 
Rasulullah S i s reported to have said: 

1 . "Convey (my teachings to others) from me even if it be a 

mere verse." (Bukhary) 

2. He also said: "Whosoever walks in a path wherein he seeks 

to acquire knowledge, for him will Allah make easy the path 
leading towards paradise." (Muslim) 

3. And Rasulullah S also said: 'Whosoever Allah wishes to 

favour with His bounty, to him He grants the deep 
understanding of the deen.' 1 (Bukhary, Muslim) 

4 . He also said: " Verily the Ulama are the heirs of the prophets. 
The prophets did not leave behind wealth to be inherited. 
They only left knowledge to be inherited. So whoever takes 
it has taken a major share of goodness." 

(Ahmad, Tirmithi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah, Daarmy) 

5 . And he said: "To seek knowledge is a duty encumbent upon 

every Muslim." (Ibn Majah) 
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6. Rasulullah 0 also said: "When anyone to whom knowledge 
has been granted is asked about it and refuses to answer, 
then on the day of qiyamat he shall be made to be garlanded 
with a garland of fire." 

7. And Rasulullah S said: "Whosoever seeks knowledge 
through which he seeks the pleasure of Allah and uses that 
knowledge with the aim of acquiring some worldly needs, 
such a person will not even smell the fragrance of paradise 
on the day of qiyamah." (Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah) 

8. And Rasulullah S said: "Leam the laws pertaining to 

inheritance and the Quran and teach it to people for verily I 
shall be taken away ffom this world. " ( Tirmithi ) 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says in the Quran: "Is he who worships Allah eamestly 
during the hours of the night, prostrating himself before Him or standing 
in worship, and takes heed of the hereafter, while placing his hope in the 
mercy of the Lord. Is this person like him who does not? Say: "Are 
those endowed with knowledge the equal of those without knowledge? 
It is only those endowed with understanding, who receive admonition." 

(Surah 34) 















tbah : 2 



CORRECTING OF BELIEFS 



Ali praises be to Allah, the All-Knower, the Aware, Who brought 
to perfection the Universal system of nature without any helper. Glory 
be to Allah, Whose wisdom is overwhelming and His knowledge is 
great and Whose favours are extended to everything, small or big.We 
bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate in creation, not even to the extent of 
the creation of a spot on a date or the skin covering it. And we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad M is Allah's servant and messenger, 
who guided us aright through an enlightened book, and who invited us 
towards Allah through wamings and glad tidings. May Allah's choicest 
blessings be upon him and upon his offspring and his companion for as 
long as the stars shall continue to travel in their orbits. After this, O 
brothers, know that the synopsis of the beliefs of the Ahlis sunnah wal 
jamaah i s contained in the two kalimahs of Shahaadah and these 
kalimahs are one of the fundamental principles of Islam. 

The meaning of the first kalimah is that Allah, the Most Exalted 
is the creator of this world. He is the One, the Unique, the Etemal, the 
Ever living, the Powerful, the All-knowing, the Hearer, the All-seeing, 
the Thankful, the Intender, the Recorder of all fate, Who is fully aware 
of everything. No one and nothing is like Him and nothing lies outside 
His knowledge or His power. He is the Creator and the Granter of 
sustenance, the Granter of life and of death. To Him belongs the most 
beautiful names and He is the Mighty and the Wise. 



And the meaning of the second part of the kalimah is that 
Muhammad M is his servant and messenger and that he is most truthful 
in all the news and information that he brought and also in the laws. It 
also means that the Quran, which he brought is the Word of Allah. All 
the books revealed to previous prophets, all the previous prophets and 
the angels of Allah are the truth and that the ascension of Rasulullah M 
to the heavens is the truth and so is the miracles of the owliyaa. 
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And all the companions of Rasulullah 0 are men of justice and the 
most excellent of them are those four rightly — guided Califs in the same 
manner that they succeeded each other to the office of khilafat...And 
the questioning in the grave by the angels is also true. The rising from 
the grave is true and so also is the weighing of the deeds of men on the 
scales on the day of qiyaamah. The Book of deeds is true and calling of 
men to account on the day of qiyamah is true. And so also the arrival of 
the successful ones at the howz is true and as well as their having to 
pass over the sirat. The intercession of Rasulullah 0 on behalf of the 
sinners of his ummat is also true. The fact that the righteous ones will 
see Allah is also true. The existence of paradise and of hell is also true. 
These two places will be everlasting and will never perish and neither 
will their inmates perish. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 



Allah says: "O you who believe, believe in Allah and His 
Messenger 0 and the Book which He revealed upon His prophet and 
the Books which He revealed before them. And whosoever disbelieves 
in Allah, His angels, His prophets and the day of qiyaamah, he has 
verily gone far astray." 
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CONCERNING ACQIHRING COMPLETE 
PURITY AND CLEANLINESS 



All praises be to Allah, Who acts graciously towards His servants 
and has commanded them that they worship Him in a State of complete 
cleanliness, and spreads over their hearts His lights and His grace that 
it may be a cleanser for their inner selves. And we bear witness that 
there is no one worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any 
partner or associate. And we bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 
S is His servant and messenger, who covered the comers of this world 
with the light of guidance. May Allah's choicestblessings descend upon 
him, his noble offspring, his righteous companions. Such a blessing that 
will on the great day of fear save us. And such a blessing that will erect 
a shield between us and every clamity. 

1 . Verily Rasulullah H said: "Cleanliness is half of one's Imaan" . 

(Muslim) 

2 . He also said: "Verily my followers will be called on the day of 

Qiyaamat while their faces and feet will be shining with the 
signs of the effect of wudoo. So whoever amongst you has 
the ability to increase his shine (and lengthen it), let him do 
so." (Bukhary, Muslim) 

3. He also said: "The adomments on the body of a Muslim will 

reach as far as the water of wudoo reached." He also said: 
"The key to paradise is salaah and the key to the salaah is 
wudoo." (Ahmad) 

4. Rasulullah S also wamed that whoever leaves a spot the 
size of a single hair unclean without washing it, will suffer 
such and such afflictions in hell-fire." 



5. And while passing by two graves once Rasulullah # 
informed the companions that the inmates of those graves 
were in torment "and they were not being punished for 
something very big. One of them was not very careful against 
the droplets of urine he was passing and the other one used gj 
to go about spreading stories about people." (Muslim) 2 
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6. 



And he also said: "When you reach the places where you j 
fulfill your toiletry needs, do not face the qiblah and do not sit 4 



there with your back to the qiblah". 



I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. ' 
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"As for the (masjid-e-diraar) never stand therein in prayer. The \ 
masj id whose foundations has been laid upon the fear of Allah from the j 
beginning is more suitable that you stand in lt. Therin are men who love ^ 
to cleanse themselves. And Allah loves those who purify themselves." \ 

(Surah Towbah) ( 

i 

j 

i 

t 

\ 

i 

i 

i 

( 



i 

i 

) 






17 



i 

i 



< 

i 

3 

< 

i 

\ 

3 

\ 

i 

t 



1 

i 

i 



< 

t 

: 

4 

t 

\ 

4 

1 

t 

t 

4 

> 

< 



1 

J 

4 







•^ii^^%^i^Ej;^E aui^OSI 

&yj$j; 






1EIE9 wf 

3d>6 






r* 









9 

/« 



■Z »W* ?'U^«^S*^^?'SJ^ClP*X«r^o^ 7i9S®P&t 




tbah : 4 

REGARDING PERFORMING OF SALAAH 




All praises be to Allah Who showers His servants with His 
bounties And Who causes the enlightenment of His deen and its 
obligations to settle in their hearts. And all glory to be Him, how great is 
His authority! And powerful is His sovereignty. Howperfect His grace 
and how all-encompassing His bounties and favours.We bear witness 
that there i s no one worthy of worship except Allah alone, without 
partner or associate and we bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 
% is His servant and messenger.? May the choicest blessmgs of Allah 
descend upon him, and his offspring, and his companions, who are the 
key-men towards guidance and the shining lamps in the depths of 
darkness. 

O muslims, Verily the salaah is the very foundation of deen. It is 
a stronghold of faith, and the most important acts of worship whereby 
to draw nearer to Allah and it is also the best among the acts of 
obedience towards Allah. 



1 . Rasulullah % has said: "Islam is built upon five pillars: i) the 
bearing of witness that there is no god except Allah and that 
Muhammad S is His servant and messenger, ii) performing 
Salaah, iii) the paying of zakaah, iv) performing of haj, and v) 
the fast of Ramadaan." (Bukhary, Muslim) 




He also said: "Allah has made five salaahs compulsory upon 
you. Whosoever performs proper ablution for them and 
performs them punctually, properly performing the rukoo' and 
with proper devotion and sincerity, will have a covenant fr om 
Allah that He will forgive them. And whosoever does not so 
so, has no such covenant. If Allah so wishes, He may forgive 
them and if He wishes, He may punish them." 

(Ahmad, Abu Dawood) 
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3. He also said: "I swear by Him in whose Hand is my life: I jt 
intended to order that wood should be brought and to give the 9 
order that salaah should be performed and that the azaan /g 
should be given and then order a person to lead the people in 
salaah. Then I wanted to proceed to the houses of those who m 
remained absent from the salaah and bum down their houses £ 
uponthem." 



I seek refuge in Allah froAi the accursed Shaytaan. 



Allay says: "And perform salaah at the ends of the day and jf 
during the approaches of the night. Verily good deeds removes evil £§ 
deeds. This is an admonition for those who remember Allah." W* 
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THE GIVING OF ZAKAAH 



Ali praises is due to Allah, Who grants good fortune and 
misfortune, Who causes death and gives life, Who causes laughter and 
causes one to cry, Who originates and creates and destroys, Who grants 
poverty and riches. He is the One Who causes harm to come to anyone 
and causes gam and benefit to others. And He is the One Who chooses 
some of His servants for comfortable conditions and riches And then 
He has made the institutions of zakaah one of the principles of the deen 
and one o f its fundamentals. And He has explained that through His 
grace those who desire to purify themselves through giving zakaah. 
And those who desire to cleanse their wealth do so by giving zakaah. 

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah 
alone without any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna 
Muhammad S is Allah's sewant and messenger, the chosen one, the 
leader of all mankind, the sun of hidaayah. May Allah's choicest 
blessings be on him, his family and his companions, those who are 
especially blessed with the special qualities of knowledge and piety. 

O muslims, know that Allah has declared zakaah to be one of the 
fundamentals of Islam and He has mentioned it jointly with salaah, which 
is the most important of these fundamentals. And so He says: "And 
perform the salaah and give zakaah." 




1. And Rasulullah has said: "Islam is founded upon five 
principles (firstly) the declaration "that there is none worthy 
of worship except Allah and that Muhammad S is His 
messenger, (secondly) the establishment of the institution of 
salaah, (thirdly) the giving o f zakaah, (fourthly) to perform 
Haj and (fifthly) fasting the month of Ramadaan." And 
Rasulullah S has sounded a severe waming to anyone who 
is negligent in the performance of any of these. 
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2 . Rasulullah s§& also said: "' Whomsoever Allah has given wealth 

and he fail s to give the zakaah due on that wealth, then on the 
day of qiyaamat that wealth will become a huge poisonous 
snake with two black spots, which will wrap itself around his 
neck and then get hold of him by its jaws and say to him: ' T I 
am your wealth, I am your treasure." Then Rasulullah 0 
recited this verse: "And those who acts miserly with the 
bounties which Allah had given them should not think that it 
is good for them. No, it will be worse for them. On the day of 
qiyaamat that which they with held will be twisted around 
theirnecks." (3:180) 



Rasulullah S once told a man: "You should take out zakaah 
from your possessions because it is a purity, which purifies 
you and cause good relations to come about between yourself 
and your close relatives and you will know the rights of the 
poor, the neighbour and the beggar." (Targheeb) 



I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 



Allay says: "And establish salaah and give zakaah and bow down 
with those who bow down (before Allah). 
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Jutbah : 6 

HOLDING FIR3MLY UNTO THE QUR'AN 
AND ITS TEACHINGS 

All praises be to Allah, Who has favoured His servants by 
sending to them His Messenger Muhammad S and has also favoured 
them by sending to them His revealed Book, whereby He has opened 
the way towards reflection for men of intellect, through what is 
contained in it of stories and information. And through this book the 
road towards the correct way of life became clear and so also the 
straight path became manifest through what it contains of rules and 
regulations. And distinguishes between what is permissible and what is 
not. We bear witness that there is no other deity worth of worship 
except Allah alone without any partner or associate and we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad % is the servant and messenger of 
Allah, the one on whom was revealed the Furquan so that it may be a 
wamer for the whole world. May Allah's choicest blessings be upon 
him, his family and all his companions, who were admonished by the 
Qur'an and admonished others with it. 

1. After this, O muslims Rasulullah S has said: "The best of 
you is he who leams the Quran and then teaches it (to 
others)." 



Rasulullah H also said: "A person who had been devoted to 
reciting the Quran will be told: Recite the Qur'an and be 
raised in rank thereby, and read as you had been used to read 
it in the world, because your rank in the hereafter will be 
determined by the last verse that you recite." 

(Ahmad, Tirmithi, Nasai, Abu Dawood) 



3 . Rasulullah S also said: "That person in whose heart there is 

no portion of the Qur'an is like a ruined house." 

( Tirmithi , Daarmy) 
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4. Rasulullah S said: "Whosoever recites one letter of the 
Qura'n for him shall be one blessing (in reward) and every 
blessing shall bemagnifiedtentimes." (Tirmithi, Daarmy) 



Rasulullah 0 also said: "Whoever recites the Qura'n and 
memorises it and acts upon that which it makes halaal and 
with holds himself from what has been made haraam for 
him, him will Allah enter into paradise and grant him 
permission to intercede on behalf of ten persons from his 
family of those who are already destined to enter jahannam." 

(Ibn Majah, Abu Dawood ) 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 



Allah says: "I take an oath by the orbital positions of the stars. 
And that is indeed a mighty oath if you only knew it. This is indeed a 
Qur'an, most honourable in a Book well guarded. None shall touch it 
except those who are clean and pure." 
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